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of illness, no matter how slight, is a favourite subject of conver-
sation. Colds, cough, stomach-ache, neuralgia, and other minor
ailments make them miserable, although they can cure them
effectively with domestic concoctions of herbs, roots, barks,
flowers, and especially by massage, which they have developed
into a real science. However, despite the appearance of being
an unusually healthy race, the Balinese are victims of many
serious afflictions for which they know no cure.

Worst among these are the widespread venereal diseases;
syphilis and gonorrhoea seem to prevail although in an inherited,
latent state. Supposedly of ancient introduction, the diseases do
not appear in malignant forms and the Balinese seem to have
developed a certain immunity that makes them carriers despite
a healthy appearance. It is common to see the whitish veil of
gonorrhoea in the eyes of elderly people and often a boy or a
girl of our band/ar broke out in sores of an unmistakable origin
and had to be sent to the hospital for inoculations. But the re-
luctance of the Balinese to undertake foreign treatment, the for-
bidding cost of Salvarsan, and the natural promiscuity do not
help the situation.

The violent rainy seasons bring epidemics of tropical fevers,
and malaria takes many lives, especially of children. The Bali-
nese attempt to cure the fevers with concoctions of dadap leaves,
onions, anise, salt, and coal from the hearth, which, after strain-
ing, is given to the patient to drink, and he is put to sleep. It is
also effective to rub the sides with a paste of mashed dadap
leaves, onions, anise, and tinlce, a sort of nutmeg, and to rub the
back with coconut oil with scrapings of dadap bark; but quinine
is rapidly gaining popularity. The Balinese love a clear skin and
they are disturbed by the prevalent skin diseases, from the ugly
but harmless kirab, a skin discolouration produced by a para-
sitic fungus, to itches, framboesia, and tenacious tropical ulcers.
The kurab (called bulenan when in small patches) appears as
whitish spots on the brown skin and spreads all over if not
checked. It is cured by rubbing the affected areas with hhng